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Mori theory gives a conjectural birational classification of projective varieties, which is mod-
eled on the classification of curves and surfaces. The traditional approach to obtain such
a classification proceeds step by step, using a conjectural algorithm known as the minimal
model program.

After reviewing the traditional approach, we outline a different approach to Mori’s con-
jectural classication, which proceeds directly by trying to prove that the canonical ring is
finitely generated.
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